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Sites visited
24th January: Metropolitan Manila; American Cemetery

25th January: S Manila- Bataan ferry: Orion & Alas-asin village (Bataan province), Mt. Mariveles E slope foothills forest (pm)

 26th January: Mt. Mariveles E slope foothills forest to Papaya river and Tarak peak (800m asl)

27th January: Balanga and then Abucay village (Bataan province)

28th January: Sibul Spring, Abucay area

29th January: foothills of Mt. Natib (300- 500m asl)

30th January: Mt. Samat war memorial and surrounding woods (3- 400m asl)

31st January: Olongapo/ Subic area; Pamulaklakin Forest; Pastolan village

1st February: Palauig village (north of Iba, Zambales province)

2nd February: Mt. Tapalao (“Mount High Peak”), 400- 1400m asl

3rd February: Mt. Tapalao; Palauig- Along bus

4th February: Laoag (Ilocos Norte province) 

5th February: Pasuquin (Ilocos Norte province); Tadao village

6th February: Tadao village; nearby Darumaca River (100- 150m asl)

7th February: Pasuquin; Dumalneg; Pagudpud rice fields; Adams (Ilocos Norte province)

8th February: Adams (Ilocos Norte province)

9th February: Claveria beach; Aparri

10th February: Tuguegarao; bus to Baliuag en route to Manila

11th February: Angat reservoir gate; Candaba Marsh reserve (“The Mayor’s House”)

12th February: Candaba Marsh; the Mayor’s real house

13th February: Baliuag to Manila; Manila to Los Banos (Laguna area)

14th February: Mt. Makiling reserve (300- 700m asl)

15th February: Mt. Makiling lower (mudspring) trail; Makiling Botanical Gardens

16th February: Mt. Makiling (flatrocks) trail; ferry from Manila to Orion (Bataan province); Papaya river canyon trail from Alas-asin.

17th February: Papaya river canyon forest in eastern Mt. Mariveles foothills (300- 500m asl)

18th February: Tambo grassland area, Manila; estuary off Roxas Boulevard; flight back to Hong Kong.

Sites visited: logistics

Note: only less well-known sites covered here.

1. Mt. Mariveles, eastern foothill forest, Tarak peak and Alas-asin village. Manila South Port Sunshine fastboat ferry to Orion; jeepney to Alas-asin village. Register at Baranguay office, stay nearby hotel on road to Mariveles (or better, camp in forest). 100m north of hotel entrance is a dirt track leading west towards mountain. Walk for 3-4km, until fields become plantation and secondary forest (bearing left at a fork). Stop at wooden houses just inside forest and sign the book kept by an old woman. The forest here is a community forest, and she has assumed wardenship! Proceed up the trail through secondary forest up to a bare sandy area on the first ridge where some eucalypts have been planted in the grass. (Note: these trees should be removed to conserve rail habitat.)  Continue down into primary forest along Papaya river canyon. Where trail splits three ways by river, follow left trail straight upwards for Tarak peak and cogon grassland, or left to a clearing by the river where you can camp and swim. Best not to visit at weekends as this site is popular with hiking clubs from Manila.

2. Mt. Natib foothills (Bataan). Bus to Balanga, jeepney to Abucay (where registered at Baranguay captain’s). Guides were Agustin (Ago), a hunter, and Carlito M. Vergara (Lito), an English speaker who kindly put me up at his home and also walked with me to Subic Spring (see notes below).  His tel: (047) 237 0476, or (047) 461 7950. Camped overnight in a hunter’s shelter on the edge of secondary forest in foothills. The trail is only really reachable by 4 x 4. The guides took me some way up the trail through some primary (but mostly secondary) forest to the forest ridge at about 400m asl, then we turned back. From this ridge, the Mt. Natib forest around the summit looked heavily denuded and degraded, so I decided not to continue.

3. Sibul Spring, 5km walk west of Abucay village, Balanga, Bataan. A cool spring with some dense foliage, and surrounding rough pasture, scrub and plantation. Best in the early morning of a week day to avoid crowds. 

4. Pamulaklakin Forest and Pastolan village, Subic area. From Olongapo or Subic Bay Area gate, taxi up Biniktian Road to the forest entrance. It is just past the large golf course on both sides of the road on the northern limb of  Biniktian road and the circular port road. Exiting the Pamulaklakin forest trails, and following a cleared track for electricity wires through primary forest edge, you come to the Aita village of Pastolan, surrounded by cultivation and secondary scrub.

5. Mt. Tapulao (“Mount High Peak”), Zambales province. From Iba, take a bus 10km north to Palauig. Taxi to Bulawen baranguay. Guides were Jun Santiago- Castillo, an experienced hunter and good at being quiet and tracking birds, and Felipe Lapada, who spoke good English. We took a trail clipping the edge of primary and secondary forest from base up to 1000m asl, where we camped in a shelter. From there, you can continue to mossy forest at 1400m asl with mature pine forest en route. The village at the start of the trail, Mabuhay, has many barking dogs. It is a re-settlement village for those displaced by the 1991 eruption of Mt. Pinatubo, so the inhabitants are not so knowledgeable about Mt. Tapulao and its trails. We left Bulawen at 4am and drove to the trail start by motorbike, starting the trail at 5am. As with the entire Zambales ridge (viewed from Luzon’s west coast), foothills have been cleared of forest. Forest starts at around 600m asl, and forest above 100m asl remains largely in tact, though with some degradation.

6. Lingayen area, seen from bus en route north to Laoag, Ilocos Norte. This area seemed particularly good for waders and Whiskered Tern in the many pools of fish farms.

7. Tadao village and forest (100m asl), 14km NE of Pasuquin, N of  Laoag, Ilocos Norte province. Tadao is a small village skirting the Darumaca river, which flows from limestone caves in a patch of primary forest with many large fig trees. There is an old army barracks house here (“Imelda’s House”). There is also an abandoned forest station and observation centre. This village has retained its charm throughout the years, and locals run a no-hunting policy that clearly benefits the birds in the forest. The areas round the forest are covered by secondary scrub (dense in parts) and cultivation. To get there, contact Junior Calaramo (tel: 09153729254), who operates a trike service from the market in Pasuquin. Junior and his wife Marylou were very kind and put me up at their house. They also introduced me to the Baranguay captain, and Junior walked me around the river and forest trails.

8. Dumalneg, Ilocos Norte province. A visit to the police station here to register was followed by a brief 3 hour walk through secondary forest and bamboo clumps just past the village. Easily accessible from the main coast road to Pagudpud.

9. Adams, Ilocos Norte province. From the southern bus stop just outside Pagudpud, hitch a bus ride to the junction with Adams road, about 15km further on. From there, get a motorbike (c20km) along the dirt road to Adams. I registered with the Baranguay captain and slept at the police station. I encountered torrential rain here for two days, so did not get much hiking done. There seem to be plenty of trails up into the NW Cordillera, but the area around the town seems mostly cleared for cultivation. In stark contrast to Tadao on the west Luzon coast, Adams residents hunt birds regularly, and a police officer here brought out 5 Rufous Hornbill skulls to show me, assuring me they were “delicious”. 

10. Claveria Beach. I stayed here the night. The rain broke the following morning, but conditions seemed too unpredictable to bank on a visit to Calayan Island. Still, I walked along the beach and watched residents haul in fish nets from the sea.

Weather

Conditions were fair and sunny with 40- 60% cloud cover and calm on most days, temperature varying according to altitude. Torrential rain was experienced for 3 days in the NW, 7th- 10th February. There were frequent showers when I visited Makiling and Los Banos, 14th February, but none that disrupted birding.

Accommodation

I mostly stayed in Baranguay captains’ houses or at homes of friends of theirs. I camped in forest in the Mariveles area using a bivvy bag, which I also used in forest at Mt. Natib and Mt. Tapalao. I sheltered at the police station in Adams and had some funny meals with the officers there. I slept on the roof at the “Mayor’s House” manned by wardens at Candaba Marsh. I found everyone really friendly and welcoming, and the eclectic mix of places I stayed at was the highlight of the trip for me- what a country! Two places I must recommend stood out for their excellent facilities and reasonable price: Tiffany’s Hotel in Laoag with its amazing showers and diner underneath, and TREES lodge accommodation (Tel: (049) 536 2268) by the Mt. Makiling entrance gate, Los Banos.

Co-observers

Mike Lu and the members of the Philippine Wild Bird Society at Candaba marsh; Mark Villa at Mt. Makiling on the 16th February, and at Mt. Mariveles/ Papaya River on the 17th and 18th February.
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Species List

The list of species seen follows the nomenclature of the Checklist of the Birds of the Philippines, ed. Anne Jensen, Steve Pryor and Desmond Allen (2004), in which Latin names follow Howard & Moore (2003) except Tarictic Hornbill which follows Kemp, BirdLife International and IUCN. The species order follows that of A Guide to the Birds of the Philippines Kennedy, Gonzales, Miranda & Fischer (Oxford University Press, 2000).

Pipit and wagtail nomenclature follows Alstrom & Mild (2005). Striated Swallow genus Cecropis adopted as per Dickinson et al. (2005). Hyphens used in Kennedy et al. (2000) are largely dropped in favour of separate words in bird names; “Cuckooshrike” is joined; “White-eye” and “Bee-eater” remain hyphenated: these alterations are the author’s preference. In the same vein, Red Crossbill is dropped in favour of the Eurasian “Common Crossbill”,  Pomarine Jaeger is dropped in favour of “Pomarine Skua” and “Japanese Yellow Bunting” used in place of Yellow Bunting.

Species names highlighted in bold indicate Philippine endemics. “H” indicates species that were heard only, not seen. Initials bracketed after some records indicate the initials of the co-observer’s name. Square-bracketed entries indicate uncertain sightings, included below for interest and possible further inquiry. Sightings of rarities are written out with full descriptions and will be submitted as attachments to the PWBS.

Abbreviations in the list are as follows:

Ad     adult bird                           


♂   male

Juv     juvenile bird (born in 2006)


♀   female

1st yr  first year bird




1cy 
first calendar year raptor

1st winter    Young bird in its first winter plumage (for gulls and waders)

imm    immature bird (older than juveniles)

Cemy  cemetery

Blvd    boulevard

Rd       road

Xm asl 
X metres above sea level

Species

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
philippensis 5 Candaba Marsh pool 11th and 12th Feb. 4 in fish pools near Candaba town on 12th Feb.

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
jouyi 2 ad in fields between Claveria and Appari 9th Feb; Around 20 at Candaba Marsh pools 11th- 12th and 100 in estuary by Tambo grasslands, Manila on 18th Feb.

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
manilensis 35 Candaba Marsh pools 11th- 12th; a pinioned adult in the main plaza in Candaba town centre was being kept as a pet,12th Feb.

Great Egret Egretta alba
modesta 5 Abucay rice fields 27th Jan; 30 Lingayen rice fields 3rd; 5 Claveria fields 9th; 30 (including some with blackening bills) Candaba Marsh pools and over 100 in a mixed Egretta flock in nearby fields 11th- 12th; 8 off Roxas Boulevard, Manila, in mangroves on 18th Feb.

Eastern Reef Egret Egretta sacra
sacra A white phase bird was on Manila South Port sea wall with Little Egrets on 25th Jan.

Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia
3 Abucay fields and more than 50 in fields by Balanga, Bataan 27th Jan; 10 Lingayen area 3rd; 5 Pagudpud fields 7th; 30 Claveria- Appari fields 9th; 50 Candaba Marsh 11th; 70 Candaba fields 12th; 1 mangroves off Roxas Blvd, Manila 18th Feb.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
garzetta 4 Manila South Port sea wall 5th Jan and 10 there on 16th Feb; 20 Balanga fields 27th Jan; 50 Lingayen area 3rd Feb; 90 Candaba Marsh 11th; 250 Candaba fields 12th; 5 estuary near Tambo grassland, Manila and 10 off Roxas blvd. in mangroves 18th Feb.

Chinese Pond Heron Ardeola bacchus
Total of 4 1st yr birds at Candaba Marsh “Mayor’s Pool” 12th Feb were probably this species as opposed to Javan Pond Heron A. speciosa.

Striated Heron Butorides striatus
carcinophilus 2 ad in a creek by Tambo grasslands, Manila 18th Feb, and 2 at the edge of mangroves off Roxas Blvd the same day.

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
coromandus Just 1 in fields at Abucay but around 70 in fields at Balanga, Bataan on 27th Jan; 6 Bulawen, Zambales 1st Feb; 20 Lingayen area 3rd; 7 Pagudpud area 7th; 40 Claveria- Aparri 9th; 250 Candaba fields 12th Feb.

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
nycticorax 3 1st year birds at the American Cemy, Fort Bonifacio, Manila 4th Jan. 100 at a roost in weedy marsh, Candaba Marsh 11th; 2 over mangroves near Tambo, Manila 18th Feb.

Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis
7 “Mayor’s pool” at Candaba Marsh 11th; 4 in fish pond verges around the Candaba mayor’s residence 12th; 1 ad ♂ creek near Tambo grassland, Manila 18th Feb. The call is a rasping “tschek”, reminiscent of Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus call. 
Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
Single ♂♂ noted at Candaba Marsh on 11th and 12th Feb, and another was in a mango orchard at the Candaba Mayor’s home on 12th Feb. The call is a muffled, guttural “kuk-kuk-kuk”.

Common Teal Anas crecca
8, including ♂♂ in full plumage, Candaba Marsh “Mayor’s Pool” on 11th Feb.

Philippine Duck Anas luzonica
17 “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba marsh 11th Feb, with 70 into roost there the following day. 1 partially leucistic adult, with pale cream body plumage and more greenish speculae, was photographed. Elsewhere, 2 were noted at a mangrove fringed pool off Roxas Blvd, Manila on 18th Feb.

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope

3 (♂♂♀) Candaba Marsh “Mayor’s Pool” 11th February. 

Garganey Anas querquedula
480 at “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba on 11th Feb, but note compared to Common Teal A. crecca, only around 5 males were showing some traces of breeding plumage. 

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata
150, including around 50 ♂♂ in full plumage, “Mayor’s Pool”, Candaba Marsh, 11th Feb.

Common Pochard Aythya farina
4 (3 ad ♂♂, 1 1st yr ♂) “Mayor’s Pool” 11th Feb.

Greater Scaup Aythya marila
1 1st  yr ♀ with other Aythya spp. At “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh on 11th Feb, (with MV) and photographed there next day. See attached report.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
20 (no adult ♂♂) “Mayor’s Pool” 11th Feb.

Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus
philippensis An individual seen flying low over a glade in secondary forest at 200m asl near Alas-asin village, Mariveles, Bataan on 16th Feb (with MV). The jizz was like that of a massive, dark juv. Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis: brown underparts thinly streaked darker, long tail and broad wings held flat in head-on flight. The neck appeared even longer than in the nominate ssp., and the wings shorter, rendering the overall appearance totally different. 

[Black-shouldered Kite Elaneus caeruleus

hypoleucus A brief view of a hunting bird that looked like this species in fields near Aparri, but seen from a moving bus. On account of its current rarity in Luzon, not included in the list, but added here for interest.]

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus
intermedius 2 ad soaring together over Papaya river gorge, Mt. Mariveles foothills, Bataan on 25th Jan. 1 heard calling, foothills of Mt. Natib near Balanga, Bataan 29th Jan. 2: An imm, and 1 ad carrying a 20cm-long lizard species in its talons, Mt. Samat Memorial Park, Bataan, 30th January. 1 ad over Adams, Ilocos Norte on 7th Feb.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
haliaetus 1 over Mt. Samat heading east on 30th Jan.

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster
1 ad soaring over palm-fringed rice paddies near the coast 4km west of Claveria, 9th Feb.

Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus
1 ad ♂ caused chaos at the “Mayor’s Pool”, Candaba Marsh on 11th Feb, and was later seen eating Anas prey in a stubble field.

Besra Accipiter virgatus
Confusus 2, possibly both ♂♂, soaring together near large swiftlet Collocalia sp. Flock, Mt. Tapulao lower forest, Zambales, 2nd Feb.

Chinese Goshawk Accipiter soloensis
1 1st year seen over Mt. Tapulao lower forest, Zambales, 2nd; 1 1cy ♀ and 3 other birds seen in overgrown plantations around Tadao village, Ilocos Norte on 6th Feb. 

Grey-faced Buzzard Butastur indicus
2 seen at Fort Bonifacio, Manila, 24th Jan.

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela
holospilus 1 over foothills of Mt. Natib, Bataan, 29th Jan; 1 over Pastolan village, Subic area 31st Jan; 1 pair regularly over Tadao hill near Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb; pairs over Mt. Makiling on 14th Feb and over Mt. Mariveles (Papaya river) on 16th Feb. 

Philippine Hawk Eagle Spizaetus philippensis
philippensis 1 ad soaring high over cleared slopes below Mt. Tapulao, Zambales on 2nd Feb; a 1 cy bird with 1 ad on a territory (close to nest site) at Tadao, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte on 5th Feb.
Philippine Falconet Microhierax erythrogenys
erythrogenys A flock of 5 on a dead tree trunk, hawking for insects in the manner of Wood-swallow Artamus spp., Mt. Tapulao (600m asl) Zambales, 2nd Feb. 2 perched on a dead tree outside TREES lodge, Makiling, in the rain on 15th Feb, apparently a favourite perch for this species.  

Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

interstictus 1 seen, Fort Bonifacio (American Cemy) Manila, 24th Jan.

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

ernesti 1 ad ♂ chasing a 2cy ind off its territory, Darumaca river valley, Tadao, Ilocos Norte on 5th Feb.  

calidus 1 ad putting up wader flock, estuary near Tumba grassland, Manila, 18th Feb.

Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus
philippensis Apparently wild birds noted in several forests: 3 calling Papaya canyon, Mt. Mariveles (Bataan) on 26th Jan and 6 seen/ heard there on 16th Feb; 4 Mt. Natib foothills 29th Jan; 1 pair and 2 others noted Mt. Tapulao, Zamabales 2nd Feb; 2 noted Tadao forest, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte on 6th Feb. Not noted at Mt. Makiling.

[Common Quail Coturnix coturnix/ Japanese Quail Coturnix japonica A female, possibly this species, seen at the roadside by houses in Dumalneg village, Ilocos Norte on 7th Feb. I saw it from a moving car, so couldn’t stop. The bird seemed quite different to Barred or Spotted Buttonquail Turnix spp., had a Coturnix-like profile, and heavy pale streaking on upperparts. The bird was a similar size to Spotted Buttonquail T. ocellata females. It lacked any dark markings around the face or on the underparts. In view of the fact that quail’s eggs are a popular delicacy in the Philippines, is it not possible this could be an escaped Coturnix? I am not sure whether C. coturnix or C. japonica is the species bred in captivity here.]

Barred Buttonquail Turnix susticator
fasciata 1 male crossing the road up to Mt. Samat memorial (50m asl) on 30th Jan. 2 males and a pair flushed from shorter grass at the Tambo grassland, Manila, on 18th Feb. This ssp. is so different from other races in appearance as to warrant further study with a view to separating it. I have compared skins at the BTO collection at Tring, UK.

Spotted Buttonquail Turnix ocellata
ocellata 2 males T. sylvatica flushed from under-storey and trail verges in secondary forest at Alas-asin, Mt. Mariveles; 3 females were later seen feeding in cogon grassland edges in open areas up to 900m asl, 26th Jan. A female was heard calling in cogon grassland at 300m asl. The call was a low drawn-out “wooooom”, repeated every 20 seconds, and sounding like a mooing cow. 1 male flushed near Pastolan village in grassy scrub, Subic area, 31st Jan. At Mt. Tapulao, Zambales, a female was heard calling in cogon grassland at 5pm on 2nd Feb. 

[Worcester’s Buttonquail Turnix worcesteri I checked skins of this species at Tring, UK in April 2006, and found it (at 12cm) to be nearly as diminutive as Little Buttonquail. In Kennedy et al. (2000), the Pilipino name “Pugo” is noted for this species. I quizzed locals at Adams, Ilocos Norte, about “Pugo” because they were often mentioned as being a favourite quarry for hunters around there, and several are taken into captivity for food each year. Judging by estimated size of the birds being discussed, I think they were referring to Spotted Buttonquail T. ocellata and not this species.]

Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis
philippensis 1 ad noted in a creek by the Tambo grassland, Manila on 18th Feb. Note that it appeared bigger in body size than a nearby Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis.        

Barred Rail Gallirallus torquatus
torquatus 15 Fort Bonifacio (American Cemy), Manila on 24th Jan. 2 heard calling from scrub by a hacienda near Subic spring, Abucay, Bataan on 28th Jan. 2 heard scrubby pasture in the Mt. Natib foothills, Bataan on 29th Jan. 2 pattering around muddy mangroves at low tide, Subic Area near Pamulaklakin Golf Course on 31st Jan, and 2 calling groups heard near there throughout the day. 15 seen, and then 3 groups heard calling after dark, “Mayor’s pool”, Candaba Marsh, 11th-12th Feb.  

Slaty-breasted Rail Gallirallus striatus

philippensis 1 1st year seen well scuttling along a trail through tall cogon grass at 300m asl, Alas-asin forest, Mt. Mariveles on 25th January, and 3 adults seen in the same area on 16th Feb. 1 seen briefly in thick bamboo stands around the base of Mt. Samat, Bataan on 30th Jan. Also noted in wet rice fields on the flats, e.g. 2 flushed by a dog near Abucay, Bataan on the 27th Jan; 1 calling near Subic spring, Abucay 28th Jan.

Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca
fusca  (H) The low “kuk” calls and a single trill were heard from a creek near Mayor’s pool, Candaba Marsh, at dusk on 11th Feb.

White-browed Crake Porzana cinerea
ocularis 1 seen in the Candaba Marsh “Mayor’s Pool” 11th Feb and 3 the next day. Note the calls are louder and more guttural than those of the previous species, including an almost electric-sounding, rapid “kwekwekwekwekwek”.

Plain Bush Hen Amaurornis olivaceus
olivaceus 1 or 2 calling from scrub by the Sibul Spring car park near Abucay, Balanga, Bataan and another calling from dry set-aside near there, 28th Jan. The following day, in the foothill secondary scrub and forest edge at Mt. Natib, 3 groups of 2-5 birds noted, including 2 seen well feeding on a path. 2 pairs or singles heard around Mt. Samat on 30th Jan. Elsewhere, 2 noted around Pastolan village, Subic area 31st Jan; 1 calling from grassland on lower slopes of Mt. Tapulao, Zambales 1st Feb. The calls amount to a harsh series of raucous “sherr-kaw” notes, but unclear whether given by one or both pair members.

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus
javanica 1 or 2 birds calling near wet rice fields by Subic Spring, Abucay 28th Jan; 2 along streams between Pamulaklakin forest and Pastolan, Subic area on 31st Jan; total of 3 birds seen in rushes by wet areas in cow pasture around Tadao village, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 5 “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh 12th Feb; 1 creek near Tambo, Manila 18th Feb. Raucous calling as previous sp., but more clearly delivered in three-note parts: “kor-wak-wak”

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

lozanoi 2 heard in rice fields around Abucay 27th Feb. 15 “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh 11th Feb; 30 creeks near Tambo and 10 in mangrove area off Roxas Blvd, Manila on 18th Feb.

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio
pulverulentus 16, around half of them 1st year birds, at “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh, 11th-12th Feb.

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra
6 “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba 11th Feb.

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus
1 1st yr ♀ and 1 ad winter plumage at “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh on 11th Feb.

Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis
benghalensis This species is a popular delicacy in low-lying areas: birds are often spotlit and shot at night in rice fields surrounding villages, e.g. A “bag” of 2 at Bulawen, and birds are taken in the Candaba Marsh, despite some protection. At the latter site on nights of 11th and 12th Feb, 2-4 females heard calling, including some calling before dusk.

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva
12 Candaba fields, 12th Feb; 300, estuary near Tambo and 80 off Roxas Blvd, Manila, 18th Feb.

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Curonicus/ dubius 6 Lingayen fields from bus 3rd Feb; 30 Candaba fields 11th Feb; 120 near Tambo, Manila 18th Feb.

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus
dealbatus 12 on Claveria beach 9th Feb; 50 estuary by Tambo, Manila on 18th Feb

Common Redshank Tringa totanus
eurhinus 1 on flats near Tambo grassland, Manila, and 6 off Roxas Blvd. on 18th Feb.

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia
1 Lingayen fields 3rd Feb; 4 near Tambo, 100 at mangrove pool off Roxas Blvd, Manila on 18th Feb. 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
1 Lingayen fields 3rd Feb.

.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
6 Lingayen flooded fields 3rd Feb; 3 Candaba Marsh 11th Feb; 10 estuary near Tambo, Manila 18th Feb. 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
1 Pagudpud fields 7th Feb.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
1 heard at night flying S over Angat reservoir 10th Feb. 3 “Mayor’s pool” Candaba 11th Feb; 20 estuary and creeks by Tambo grassland, Manila on 18th Feb. 

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus

1 feeding in a creek by the Tambo grassland, Manila, 18th Feb.

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres
interpres 1 first year feeding at an estuary by Tambo grassland, Manila on 18th Feb.

Swinhoe’s Snipe Gallinago stenura
1 flushed from grass tussocks by Tambo, Manila on 18th Feb.

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis
20 in fields around Lingayen, Ilocos Sur, 3rd Feb.

Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta
8 seen in Lingayen area 3rd Feb. 

Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum
1 seen from bus over Aparri rice fields on 9th Feb; 12 hawking over “Mayor’s Pool” at dusk, Candaba Marsh 11th Feb, and 5 over the following evening. 5 low over sea by Manila Port sea wall (seen from Orion ferry) on 16th Feb. Evening flying flocks of 80 and 100 were an impressive sight from a bus through the Pampanga area on 17th Feb.

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
himantopus/ leucocephalus 12 Lingayen fish farm 3rd Feb; 120 “Mayor’s Pool” area, Candaba on 111th and 12th Feb; 240 at a mangrove pool off Roxas Blvd on 18th Feb. 95% of all birds seen were first years, and as adults were not in complete breeding plumage, I found it difficult to ascertain subspecies. 2 adults at Candaba in near-full plumage looked like nominate birds.

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus
3 seen off Manila- Orion ferry on 25th Jan, about half-way into the journey across. 2 were winter plumaged adults, the third a dark individual.

Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris
9 birds, all first winters, just off Claveria beach on 9th Feb.

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus
5 Orion ferry 25th Jan; 30 Claveria beach 9th Feb; 110 from Manila- Orion ferry and 250 perched on bamboo frames at Orion port on 16th Feb; 2 Laguna, Los Banos on 16th Feb; 1 at an estuary by Tambo, Manila 18th Feb.

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica
1 over rice fields around Balanga, Bataan (approach to Mt. Samat) 30th Jan. 1 high over Candaba fields heading east, 12th Feb.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
longipennis 10, including first years, seen from Manila- Orion ferry 16th Feb.

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
2 singles noted in the Candaba Marsh area on 11th and 12th Feb: both were adult winter birds and the sightings were about 20km apart. 5 individuals were noted separately from Whiskered Terns over Tambo grassland, Manila on 18th Feb.

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus
12 Manila Bay from Orion ferry on 25th Jan; 1 over fields near Alas-asin 27th Jan; 70 Lingayen fish farms, Ilocos Sur 3rd Feb; 50 “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh 11th and 250 on wires over Mayor’s fish farm about 20km away towards Candaba town on 12th Feb. 10 Laguna at Los Banos 13th Feb in rain. 60 off Manila- Orion fast ferry 16th Feb and 100 at Orion port same day. 50 at an estuary near Tambo and 100 off Roxas Blvd, Manila on 18th Feb. 

Pompadour Green Pigeon Treron pompadora

amadoni 5 birds noted in the Tadao forest, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb.

White-eared Brown Dove Phapitreron leucotis
leucotis 4 seen and photographed in scrub around Sibul Spring, and 4 birds in cages in nearby Abucay, Balanga, Bataan 28th Jan; 3 heard Mt. Samat area 30th Jan; 3 heard around Pastolan village near Subic 31st Jan; Total of 7 noted in lower slopes (secondary scrub) of Mt. Tapalao, Zambales 2nd Feb; 6 Tadao scrub, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 4 seen Mt. Makiling trails 14th Feb; 7 Papaya canyon trail, Mt. Mariveles, Bataan 16th Feb.

Amethyst Brown Dove Phapitreron amethystina
amethystina Only sighting was of three from trail up Mt. Tapulao, Zambales (at 900m asl) on 3rd Feb.
Cream-bellied Fruit Dove Ptilinopus merrilli 
faustinoi? 4 calling birds and 1 ad seen feeding in canopy, Papaya canyon, Mt. Mariveles (400m asl), Bataan on 16th Feb (with MV). The call is a descending, melancholy series: “bu, bubu bu (bu)”, trailing off at the end. Not sure which ssp. is involved here.

Yellow-breasted Fruit Dove Ptilinopus occipitalis
occipitalis Noted as common in the Alas-asin/ Papaya river forest trail area of Mt. Mariveles, Bataan, with 3 heard on 25th Jan and 6 heard there on 17th Feb. 2 heard calling at Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic area on 31st Jan. 2 heard and 1 seen from Mt. Tapulao mid- level trail 2nd Feb. 5 heard and 1 seen, Mt. Makiling trails on 15th Feb.

Black-chinned Fruit Dove Ptilinopus leclancheri
leclancheri 1 male seen and 4 others heard in the Alas-asin forest trail in secondary forest and plantation, Bataan on 25th Jan. 1 calling in forest by Dumalneg, Ilocos Norte 7th Feb. 5, including a male seen well, Mt. Makiling trails 15th Feb.

Spotted Imperial Pigeon Ducula carola
carola A pair was seen well in the canopy of a large fig tree in the low forest at Tadao (100m asl) near Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte on 6th Feb. 

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea
nuchalis 2 birds seen in flight over the Mt. Tapulao trail at 1000m asl, Zambales, 2nd Feb.

[Feral Pigeon Columba livia var. domestica
6 Intramuros, Manila 23rd Jan. 2 Fort Bonifacio, Manila 24th Jan. 7 Tambo area, Manila 18th Feb.]

Metallic Pigeon Columba vitiensis
griseogularis A single bird was flushed from the path in Alas-asin Community Forest at the base of the Papaya canyon trail, Mt. Mariveles, Bataan on 25th Jan. No other records.

Philippine Cuckoo Dove Macropygia tenuirostris
phaea 3 males seen well in the Alas-asin Community Forest at the base of Mt. Mariveles 25th Jan, and 2 heard there 16th Feb. 3 seen in fruiting figs Mt. Natib trail, Bataan, 29th Jan. 2 heard calling in early morning at lower Mt. Tapulao trail, Zambales, 2nd Feb. 3 heard/ seen at Tadao forest, Ilocos  Norte on 5th Feb.

Island Collared Dove Streptopelia bitorquata
dusumieri A single was noted in flight over forest by Biniktian Road golf course, Subic area, 31st Jan. 1 sitting on a roadside wire near Palauig, Iba, Zambales 1st Feb. 3 seen and photographed by “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh, 12th Feb.

Red Turtle Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica
humilis 5 Fort Bonifacio, Manila 25th Jan; 3 Tadao, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb and 7 in cow pasture near there next day, 1 Dumalneg and 3 Pagudpud 7th Feb.

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis
tigrina 1 Fort Bonifacio, Manila 24th Jan; 3 Alas-asin village near Orion, Bataan 25th Jan; 2 Balanga 27th Jan; 4 Tambo, Manila 18th Feb.

Zebra Dove Geopelia striata
striata Up to 50 at Fort Bonifacio (American Cemy) Manila on 24th Jan. 12 in a ploughed field by Alas-asin village, Bataan 25th Jan. 1 in scrub near Sibul Spring, Abucay on 28th Jan; 2 heard at foot of trail, Mt. Tapulao, Zambales 2nd Feb. 3 “necking” pairs seen at the “Mayor’s Pool” area, Candaba Marsh 11th Feb, with 4 at the Mayor’s residence on the edge of Candaba town the next day. 1 at Tambo grassland, Manila on 18th Feb.

Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica
indica 1 photographed in scrub near Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan on 28th Jan; 1 Mt. Natib foothill scrub 29th Jan; 1 Mt. Samat 30th Jan, 1 in bamboo area by a stream, Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic area 31st Jan; 2 seen well near Tadao village, and 1 in primary forest remnant, Tadao, Ilocos Norte on 5th Feb. 

Luzon Bleeding-heart Gallicolumba luzonica
luzonica 2 singles flushed at dusk and first light, at 900m asl, Mt. Tapulao trails, Zambales, 2nd and 3rd Feb. 2 flushed near the mud spring, Mt. Makiling 15th Feb, at first light.1 flushed Papaya river trail, Mt. Mariveles, Bataan on 16th Feb.

Guaiabero Bolbopsittacus lunulatus
lunulatus 3 Mt Natib foothills, Bataan 28th Jan, and 5 further up the trail next day. 2 at base of Mt. Samat in roadside trees, 30th Jan. 30 including a flock of 6 along 5km of trail at Mt Makiling 14th Feb. 5 Papaya river trail, Mt Mariveles 17th Feb. 
Green Raquet-tail Prioniturus luconensis
3 calling loudly in a tree-top in forest edge by Biniktian Road golf course, Subic Bay area, 31st Jan. 

Colasisi Loriculus philippensis
philippensis 3 singles over forest at Alas-asin, Mt. Mariveles 25th Jan; 2 seen in Papaya canyon forest at 800m asl there next day. 2 seen in flight over cow pasture and scrub at forest edge, Mt. Natib foothills, Bataan 28th Jan. A pair feeding in tree blossoms at Mt. Samat memorial Park, Bataan 30th Jan. 14 noted between 300 and 1100m asl on Mt. Tapulao 2nd Feb, and also a single at the edge of mossy forest near the top (1500m asl). 4 Tadao secondary forest, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte on 5th Feb. 2 Mt. Makiling trail 14th Feb. 5 Papaya canyon 17th Feb.
[Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri
5 seen and heard around the American Cemetary at Fort Bonifacio, Manila, 24th Jan, and a single bird over a park by the old city wall at Intramuros same day.]

Philippine Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus pectoralis
3 heard, including a glimpse of a bird in flight, calling from thick vine clumps around 15m from the ground in the Papaya canyon, Mt. Mariveles, Bataan 17th Feb. The call is a loud “wheet wheet wheet wheet tu” with a whipping quality.

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus
merulinus Common between 400 and 800m asl, Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles (Tarak peak trail), Bataan, with 12 heard calling there on 25th Jan and 6 on 17th Feb. Note some call in a similar way to (are mimicked by?) the next species, which also occurs there (see below). 7 heard at a similar altitude at Mt Tapulao, Zambales, calling at first and last light, but not during the day, 2nd and 3rd Feb. 2, including my first sighting of this skulking species, Mt Makiling trails 14th Feb. The call is a whistled “tee- doo- dee”, repeated 5-12 times and rising a tone each time before levelling off. See next species for vocal confusion.

Brush Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus
sepulcralis 2 heard at around 400m asl in scrubby forest edge, and one male approached closely when I imitated its call, Mt Tapulao 2nd Feb. The call is four whistles, each one slightly upslurred, dropping in pitch with the last two: “wee wee wee wee”, this repeated at 10- 20 sec intervals. Note that this species gives a “tee-do-dee” call that rises in scale with each repetition very like the previous species, but more “inept”, with some slurred and dropped notes and “normal” calls interspersed. 1 at Alas-asin forest edge and 4 in Papaya canyon on 16th and 17th Feb. Note that these latter were all calling the first song pattern, except the first, which was giving a mixture of song patterns. I never managed to repeat my success in attracting the Tapulao male with call imitation.

Philippine Drongo-cuckoo Surniculus velutinus
chalybaeus 2 heard calling Mt Makiling trail 15th Feb. Call is distinctive: 8-9 whistles, evenly space and ascending in a scale.
Scale-feathered Malkoha Phaenicophaeus cumingi
1 seen well in secondary forest, and 3 more heard in Papaya canyon, Alas-asin, Mt Mariveles, Bataan on 25th Jan. 1 flew over scrub at forest edge, Mt. Natib foothills, Bataan on 29th Jan. 5 Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic in bamboo stands, and 2 in bamboo at nearby Pastolan village, 31st Jan. 1 heard in bamboo stands by a village at base of Mt Tapulao trail, Zambales, 2nd Feb; 2 riverine forest at Tadao, Ilocos Norte on 5th Feb; 4 Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb. The call is an explosive, high-pitched “squit!”

Red-crested Malkoha Phaenicophaeus superciliosus
superciliosus 4 seen well in Alas-asin Community Forest 25th Jan and 1 seen Papaya trail just upslope from there on 17th Feb. 1 seen in secondary forest around Mt Samat, Bataan on 30th Jan. 2 pairs noted feeding in vine-clad trunks, Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic Bay area, 31st Jan. 1 Angat Reservoir Hilltop Gate 10th Feb. 9 seen along 4km of Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb, and 1 in the rain at the nearby Botanical Gardens next day. Note the contact call between moving pairs is a quiet, high pitched, squeaky “tsik”, also a slightly nasal “weh”.

Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis
philippensis A young bird was photographed in scrub by a hacienda near Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan on 28th Jan. An adult was photographed in reeds by the “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba marsh on 11th Feb. 

Philippine Coucal Centropus viridis
viridis 1 heard calling at Fort Bonifacio, Manila on 24th Jan. 6 heard in both secondary and primary forest 150- 600m asl on the Alas-asin side of Mt. Mariveles, Bataan on 25th Jan, and an adult was seen with a begging juv with a half-grown tail and pale horn-coloured bill and gape flanges. The begging call was a quiet, hoarse “sketch etch etch etch…” Adult call is a deep series of hooting “boo- boo- boo- boo- boo” notes, or a more rapid, higher pitched “broo broo bububububu”. Contact or alarm calls include a deep, abrupt “chi-gook!” and a sharp, wet-sounding “chap!” 10 seen/ heard in scrub and cane vegetation around Sibul Spring, Abucay 28th, when another 4 noted at Mt Natib foothill scrub and 2 heard further up in the forest next day. 5 noted in bamboo stands around Mt Samat 30th Jan; 12, including another juv, noted at Pamulaklakin Forest edge, Subic Bay area 31st Jan; 7 Mt Tapulao lower trails 2nd Feb; 1 dead adult on road near Palauig, Zambales on 3rd; 4 Mt Makiling trail 15th Feb; 1 ad accompanied a juv Alas-asin trail entrance, Mt Mariveles on 17th Feb. Coucals escape the menu list in rural areas because it is widely known they line their nests with excrement.  

Rufous Coucal Centropus unirufus (H)

A flock of 10 seen in the Papaya river canyon, Mt Mariveles area (by MV) was heard by me 20m away. The squeaking calls sounded more like a Malkoha sp. than a Coucal sp. (as per M Villa and D Allen pers. comm.).

Eastern Grass Owl Tyto longimembris
amauronota 1 seen well in the headlights of a trike at 0430 hrs in a roadside Acacia by an area of set-aside ground on the approach track to Mabuyo settlement below Mt Tapulao, Zambales, 2nd Feb. I heard calling over tall grasses at Tambo, Manila at dawn on 18th Feb. The call is like that of Barn Owl Tyto alba: a drawn out screech that sounds like the blast from the steamer of a cappuccino maker.

Philippine Scops Owl Otus megalotis (H)
megalotis One bird, perhaps two, heard calling at 2100 hrs at forest edge (about 300m asl), Mt Natib foothills, Bataan 28th Jan. The call is “oik” repeated every 1-2 seconds, but also heard singly. 2 heard from camp at 1000m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales on 2nd Feb. 2 heard calling at Tadao village on 5th Feb; 2 heard calling by Angat reservoir gate 10th Feb; 2 heard 0300- 0400 hrs Mt Makiling near TREES lodge on 16th Feb.

Philippine Eagle Owl Bubo philippensis
philippensis An individual was seen in silhouette while hunting over tree tops and scrub at forest edge against the Manila-lit sky, Mt Natib foothills (300m asl), Bataan, at 2000 hrs on 28th Feb. 3 hours later I heard a single call further off, “hoo-hooh” higher in timbre than other Bubo spp.. A pale individual, probably a first year bird, caused a commotion of Philippine Bulbuls when it landed in a huge fruiting fig at 1100 hrs and was watched for 5 mins before it moved off, Tadao forest (100m asl) near Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte. The plumage was heavily streaked dark, but on a paler brown base than adults seen in captivity at Makiling. Locals told me this is a breeding site, and that these owls are sometimes glimpsed during daylight hours in the forest.

Philippine Hawk Owl Ninox philippensis
philippensis 2 heard calling at Mt Mariveles (Papaya canyon trail) before dawn on 26th Jan, and 8 heard there 16th Feb, with one seen before dusk. Elsewhere, noted at Mt Natib, where 3 calling forest edge before dawn on 30th Jan; 1 heard Mt Tapulao 2nd Feb; 2 calling at night by Angat reservoir gate on 10th Feb; an incredible 34 noted calling along just 3km of Mt Makiling trail in the early hours of 17th Feb. The common call is a three-part “po puo pup” or just “po puo”. An alternative call is transcribed in the local Bataan name “Bucaspascao”, a harsh, scraping screeched phrase.
Great Eared Nightjar Eurostopodus macrotis
macrotis 1 calling at 2100 hrs, cow pasture and scrub by forest edge in the Mt Natib foothills on 28th Jan, but two heard and seen in the early hours of the morning next day. 3 heard calling 0545 hrs at base of Mt Tapulao, Zambales trail on 2nd Feb. 

Philippine Nightjar Caprimulgus manillensis

A female perched on graves at Mt Bonifacio in broad daylight (overcast weather) on 24th Jan. A singing male seen in torch light on a rock in a clearing above Alas-asin community forest, Mt Mariveles (at 300m asl) and 2 other distant birds heard, before dawn on 26th Jan. 7 males singing before dawn in pasture and scrub between the Bataan Highway at Abucay and Sibul Spring, 28th Jan, and by Sibul car park in daylight, 2 birds were found roosting under likely-looking shrubs. 2 singing males before dawn, Mt Natib foothills (300m asl) and later, a female flushed in daylight from a different area, 29th Jan. 2 in song at 0600 hrs just before dawn near Mabuchi settlement at the base of Mt Tapulao, Zambales on 2nd Feb. 1 singing in scrub by Angat reservoir hilltop gate, 10th Feb. 

Island Swiftlet Collocalia vanikorensis
amelis 1 with Glossy Swiftlet flock, Mt Samat Memorial Park at summit, 30th Jan; 1 over Pastolan village on 31st Jan, Subic Bay area. 6 at base of Mt Tapulao, but a flock of 60 birds at 600m asl later, 2nd Feb. The only other sighting was of a single over University of the Philippines campus at Los Banos on 15th Feb.
Philippine Swiftlet Collocalia mearnsi
5 noted together over pine forest at 1300m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales on 3rd Feb. 

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta
15 and 4 at Alas-asin Community Forest and cleared ridges, 25th Jan and roughly the same groups there on 16th Feb; 2 Subic Spring, Abucay on 28th Jan; 2 Mt Natib foothills 29th Jan; 10 Mt Samat summit 30th Jan; 2 drinking in flight with Barn Swallow at Pastolan village and 10 over nearby Pamulaklakin Forest near Subic Bay Area on 31st Jan. Mt Tapulao on 2nd- 3rd Feb: 4 at base of trail; 30 with other swiftlets at 600m asl, and 2 over pine forest and old railroad at 1200m asl. 2 Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb; one over University of the Philippines campus at Los Banos 15th Feb. 

Pygmy Swiftlet Collocalia troglodytes
1 over flowering trees at 500m asl Mt Natib east foothills 29th Jan; 2 seen at 600m asl in a swiftlet flock and 3 birds at 1000m asl seen repeatedly snapping insects from the underside of a tree-fern, Mt Tapulao, Zambales on 2nd Feb; 10- 15 around breeding sites in limestone caves of the Darumaca river, Tadao village, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb. 6 seen from bridge, drinking at the river below Angat Reservoir hilltop gate on 10th Feb. 1 Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb.

[Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus
giganteus A single bird with a flock of the next species at Mt Tapulao, Zambales (at 200m asl) over grassland on 3rd Feb was seen well from above on several turns. It lacked white lores and appeared purely dark brown above in contrast to the others it was flying with. In view of the fact these birds could easily make it to this area of Luzon in a few hours from Palawan, perhaps this species should be looked for more carefully in Luzon. The record is bracketed due to its rarity and the fact that I have no prior experience of this and the next species.]

Purple Needletail Hirundapus celebensis
12 with the aforementioned bird, swooshing over grassland at the base of Mt Tapulao on 3rd Feb, with good, close, well-lit views of birds had from above and below. Another 5 seen hawking over Adams, Ilocos Norte in the rain, 8th Feb. 

House Swift Apus affinis
subfurcatus 3 or 4 over Papaya gorge, Mt Mariveles on 25th Jan;1 over Mt Samat summit, Bataan on 30th Jan; 2 over Tadao village, Ilocos Norte on 5th Feb. Over 300 seen along road between Claveria and Aparri on 9th Feb.

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis
pallidior 2 around the main plaza of Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte on 7th Feb. 3 Claveria and up to 50 noted from bus to Aparri on 9th Feb. The roadside there is lined with palms. 

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata
major 2 seen in open branches of flowering trees in the foothill forest of Mt Natib, Bataan on 29th Jan. 2 pairs photographed in dead branches in secondary scrub and plantation edge, Tadao village, Ilocos Norte on 5th Feb.

Philippine Trogon Harpactes ardens
luzoniensis 2 calling birds in different parts of Mt Makiling forest, and a male glimpsed sallying from a dense creeper, 15th Feb. 1 male heard Papaya river area on 17th Feb. 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
bengalensis 1 flew low over Baniktian Rd golf course near Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic Bay area on 31st Jan, and another seen same day at Subic New Port. 2 at river below Angat Reservoir hilltop gate 11th Feb; 8 “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh 11th Feb included many juvs. 1 ad male in a creek near Tambo grassland, Manila, 18th Feb.
Indigo-banded Kingfisher Alcedo cyanopecta
cyanopecta A female was photographed at Subic Spring, Abucay, Bataan on 28th Jan. 1 adult seen in limestone pools of Darumaca River, Tadao, Ilocos Norte on 5th Feb. 1 Papaya river, Mt Mariveles, Bataan on 17th Feb. The call of the former bird was like Common Kingfisher A. atthis, but weaker and with a slightly rolled second part: “chi-kirr”, but the latter individual gave a slightly lower, discordant “chit” on take-off. As with the above species, plumage tones vary considerably according to light. 

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis
gularis 1 Bonifacio Memorial Park, Manila 24th Jan; 1 near Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan 28th; 2 foothills of Mt Natib at forest edge 29th; 2 approach road to Mt Samat Memorial Park, Bataan on 30th; 2 singles Pamulaklakin Forest edge, Subic 31st Jan. Note the call on take-off is a loud “chiff”.

White-collared Kingfisher Halcyon chloris
collaris 7 American Cemy, Fort Bonifacio, Manila 24th Jan; 2 near Alas-asin village, Bataan 25th Jan and 17th Feb; 2 by Abucay village, Bataan 27th Jan; 1 Sibul Spring scrub, Bataan 28th Jan; 5 Baniktian Rd golf course and mangrove edge, Subic Bay Area 31st Jan; 1 + 2 seen in scrub, plantation and forest edge around Tadao, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 1 “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh and 3 Mayor’s residence near Candaba town 12th Feb; 1 in mangroves off Roxas Blvd, Manila on 18th Feb. 

Spotted Wood Kingfisher Actenoides lindsayi
lindsayi 1 Mt Makiling at 400m asl (a male), and 2 more calling in the forest by Makiling Botanical Gardens, 15th Feb. 1 calling in Alas-asin Community Forest, Mt Mariveles next day and 4 birds calling around Papaya river camp just before daybreak on 17th Feb (with MV). 
Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis

americanus 7 + 10 Mt Samat memorial Park, Bataan 30th Jan; 5 + 2 Papaya canyon riverine trees, Mt Mariveles on 17th Feb. 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus
Philippinus 30 Abucay fields, Bataan 27th Jan; 7 Sibul Spring, Abucay 28th Jan; 1 Bulawen rice fields, Zambales 1st Feb; 1 Mabuyo village, Mt Tapulao base, Zambales 2nd Feb; 2 on roadside wires near Claveria 9th Feb; 3 “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh 11th Feb. 

Tarictic Hornbill Penelopides manillae
1 seen at Pamulaklakin Forest edge, Subic Bay Area on 31st Jan; 1 calling at 900m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales on 2nd Feb; 3 pairs seen in Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte on 6th Feb; 4-5 birds Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles on 17th Feb. 

Rufous Hornbill Buceros hydrocorax
hydrocorax 2 together in fruiting figs, Papaya river canyon, Mt Marviles, 17th Feb (with MV). 5 skulls of this species were shown to me in the town office at Adams, Ilocos Norte. They had been killed in the last 2 years for food.
Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala
haemacephala 7 in taller trees of plantations near Alas-asin along a 2km stretch of track, Mt Mariveles area, Bataan, 25th Jan, and a single in the Papaya forest near there at 500m asl next day. 1 Abucay, Bataan and 4 around scrubby pasture near Sibul Spring near Abucay on 27th Jan; 4 Mt Natib foothills forest edge and scrub on 28th and 29th Jan; 1 pair and 4 singles heard around Tadao village and nearby forest, 6th Feb; out of 16 birds heard along 4km of lower Mt Makiling trails on 14th Feb, just 1 bird seen well. A pair at TREES hostel near there on the 16th Feb. 

Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopus maculates
validirostris 2 + 1 seen in trees around the American Cemy, Fort Bonifacio, Manila on 24th Jan; 1 seen in a roadside tree near Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan; 2 Mt Samat woodland, Bataan 30th Jan; 2 together in a tree top in forest at 600m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb; 1 TREES Hostel, Mt Makiling on 15th Feb. 2 singles along Papaya river trail, Mt Mariveles 17th Feb.

Sooty Woodpecker Mulleripicus funebris
funebris (H) A single heard calling in montane pine forest at 1200m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales on 3rd Feb. Drumming (medium strong bursts of 1.5 sec that “bounced to a halt”) heard in the Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles on 17th Feb (with MV) was thought to come from this species.
White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javanensis
confusus A female seen well at close range tapping a rotten stump with loud three-tap bursts at 500m asl on the Tarak peak trail near Papaya river camp, Mt Mariveles, Bataan on 26th Jan. 1, sex unseen, flushed near TREES lodge on the Mt Makiling trail on 15th Feb. A male was seen by MV in the same territory on 16th Feb.

Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidus
haematribon a single was seen in trees at the edge of the American Cemy, Bonifacio, Manila on 24th Jan. 1 seen Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte, 6th Feb. The call was a loud “kek-kek-kek” given between taps 12m up on a trunk. 

Red-bellied Pitta Pitta erythrogaster (H)

erythrogaster 2 singles heard giving their eerie calls, Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles, Bataan 17th Feb (with MV). Note that the calls of this species can be confused with distant Tabon Scrub-fowl Megapodius cumingii calls.

[Whiskered Pitta Pitta kochi (H)

Possibly this species involved (after listening to recordings of the call): 1 calling in a small patch of primary forest at Tadao, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte. In view of the fact that this site is at around 100m asl and contains several other scarce species, future visits here are recommended.]

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida (H)

sordida I heard calling in forest edge at 300m asl on the lower Mt Tapulao trail , Zambales on 2nd Feb.  

Plain Martin Riparia paludicola
tantilla 5 on wires, Subic Spring car park, where 2 old nest holes seen in a nearby sand bank, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan.

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
gutturalis 4 American Cemy Manila 24th Jan; 15 Abucay fields 27th Jan; 70 on wires and feeding low over a roadside rubbish tip near Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan; 7 over pasture, Mt Natib area same day; 30  on wires Biniktian Rd golf course by Subic, 31st Jan; 10 Bulawen rice paddies, Zambales 1st Feb; 30 over lower Mt Tapulao forest 2nd Feb; 2 Adams, Ilocos Norte 8th Feb; 200 on wires near Claveria from bus on 9th Feb. A roost in a reedy ditch by the “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh held 1400 birds at dusk on 11th Feb, but no birds were at the site the following evening.  

saturatus 5 birds were picked out on wires near “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh among large numbers of gutturalis seen 11th Feb. Only birds with significantly darker underparts counted as this ssp..

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica 

javanica 5 seen over shops in Malate, Manila 23rd Jan; around 10 noted at Orion port, Bataan 25th Jan; 6 over Mt Samat summit 30th Jan; 5 on wires by Biniktian Rd golf course, Subic, 31st Jan; 2 over Tadao village, Ilocos Norte on 6th Feb; 2 Pagudpud rice fields 7th Feb; 5 birds looked to be entering and leaving nests under a sort of summerhouse-on-stilts construction in a fish pond by the Mayor’s residence, Candaba, 12th Feb. 6 Alas-asin forest trail 16th Feb; 8 Tambo, Manila 18th Feb. 

Striated Swallow Cecropis striolata
striolata 3 with swiftlets over Mt Samat Memorial Park 30th Jan; 25 over mid-level Mt Tapulao forest, Zambales (at around 500m asl) and a flock of 6 seen over pine forest at 1300m asl, 2nd and 3rd Feb respectively. 6 over the University of the Philippines campus, Los Banos on 15th Feb. Scaling birds with nearby swiftlets led me to record all birds seen as being of this large species, not the smaller, Barn Swallow-sized Red-rumped Swallow C. daurica. The latter occurs in Taiwan in winter (where not common), so could reach Luzon as an annual migrant.

[Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica
japonica or gephyra A single seen with House Swifts Apus affinis over the Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles on 25th Jan was the right size for this species. The bird was an adult, with broken tail forks. The underpart streaking could not be made out. No photograph was taken, so this record is bracketed here due to its rarity.]

Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula

wolfei 1 singing over a recently burnt and ploughed field at 200m asl, Alas-asin, Bataan on 25th Jan. 5 on rice stubble near Tadao village, llocos Norte 6th Feb.

Bar-bellied Cuckooshrike Coracina striata 

striata 3 + 2 Mt Natib and its foothills, Bataan 29th Jan; 2 lower Mt Tapulao trail, Zambales 3rd Feb; 2 + 2 noted around Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb; 3 + 1 near TREES hostel, Makiling 14th Feb; 2 Alas-asin Community Forest near Alas-asin, Bataan 16th Feb. Males of this species call loudly in flight and often splay their wings downwards below the dihedral. The call is a loud, two-tone “klee-kleep”.

Blackish Cuckooshrike Coracina coerulescens

coerulescens 1 ♂ scrub at forest edge, Mt Natib foothills (at 300m asl) 28th Jan; 4 together at Pamulaklakin forest clearing, Subic 31st Jan; 3 + 1 Makiling trails 15th Feb; commonly seen and heard in the Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles, Bataan on 26th Jan and 16th- 17th Feb: total of 16 birds noted along 3km of forest trail there on the last date. A vocal specie, giving varied calls, including a Paradise Flycatcher-like “koit- koit”, a rather peek-a-boo-like “whee  whu!” whistle, and also a distinctive “quitt” or “quitt-quitt” in flight. Birds responded to my imitations of the whistled call and approached closely. Note females are a very dark sooty grey, almost appearing black in most dull forest light.

Black-bibbed Cuckooshrike Coracina mindanensis

lecroyae A single ♂ found perching quietly in a vine 10m from ground, Papaya river camp, Mt Mariveles, 26th Jan. The bird caught and ate a caterpillar.

Pied Triller Lalage nigra

chilensis 1 ♀ Fort Bonifacio, Manila 24th Jan; 3 in open tall trees near Subic Spring, Abucay, Bataan on 28th Jan; 1 ♀ Pastolan village scrub, Subic area 31st Jan; 2 in Eucalyptus trees, Tadao village avenue, Pasuquin area, Ilocos Norte on 6th Feb.

Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus

14 over Mt Natib foothills forest edge 28th Jan; 1 in trees, Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic 31st Jan; 1 over Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 7 over Angat Reservoir hilltop gate on 11th Feb; 7 + 1 Mt Makiling trails 15th Feb; 

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus

novus 1 + 2 over plantations near Subic Spring, Abucay, Bataan on 28th Jan.

Yellow-vented Bulbul Pyconotus goavier

goavier Often the most numerous passerine in secondary scrub. Very common at Fort Bonifacio, Manila, with up to 70 at the American Cemy on 24th Jan, and also noted as common in urban trees in Malate, downtown Manila same day. Around 20 seen in scrub and forest edge habitat Alas-asin, Bataan 25th Jan; 10 Abucay fields trees 27th Jan; about 50 noted in scrub around Sibul Spring, Abucay 28th Jan; 40 + Mt Natib foothills scrub same day; common at Mt Samat 30th Jan; 10 Pastolan, Subic 31st Jan; 10 at base of Mt Tapulao trail, Zambales 2nd Feb; 10 Tadao, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb; 2 Adams 7th Feb; 4 near Angat reservoir gate 10th Feb; 10 “ Mayor’s Pool” trees and scrub, Candaba Marsh 11th Feb; just 3 seen Makiling trails 14th Feb; 5 University of the Philippines campus at Los Banos 15th Feb; 6 + 2 noted forest trails along Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles 17th Feb.

Yellow-wattled Bulbul Pyconotus urostictus

urostictus 5 together seen in mid-storey along the Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb; 2 seen and one white-tipped tail feather found along the Papaya canyon trail, Mt Mariveles 17th Feb. Not noted at any other sites.

Philippine Bulbul Ixos philippinus

philippinus The most numerous passerine in forest habitats. 30 Alas-asin Community Forest, Bataan 25th Jan, but not so numerous in Papaya canyon, Tarak trail forest, Mt Mariveles, next day; common in the small patch of woodland around Subic Spring, Abucay 28th Jan; very common in scrub and trees around Mt Natib foothills 28th- 29th Jan; fairly common around Mt Samat 30th Jan; abundant Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic, including a flock of over 100 in a huge fruiting fig tree 31st Jan; common in forest (300-900m asl) Mt Tapulao, Zambales 2nd- 3rd Feb; abundant Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte, where over 100 in fruiting trees; around 30 along 3km of Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb; around 20 along 3km of Papaya canyon trail, Mt Mariveles on 17th Feb. Vocalisations of birds at Tadao, Ilocos Norte, seemed different, and body plumage appeared a grade paler than all other birds seen.

Balicassiao Dicrurus balicassius

balicassius 2 with a bird party, Tarak peak trail, Mt Mariveles, in forest at 700m asl., 26th Jan. 1 + 3 Mt Natib lower forest, Bataan on 29th Jan; 3 Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 7 Mt Makiling trails 14th Feb; 5 Mt Mariveles Papaya canyon trail 17th Feb. Note that in dim forest light, the entire upperparts from crown to rump can appear shining cobalt blue, when the appearance is transformed to look like that of Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella.

Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chilensis
chinensis 12 in Eucalyptus stands near Tadao forest 5th Feb and 1 in nearby forest on 6th Feb, with 2 in nearby scrub, Tadao, Ilocos Norte. 1 heard from scrub near Mt Makiling trail 15th Feb. 

Philippine Fairy Bluebird Irena cyanogaster

cyanogaster 1 seen in  Tadao forest, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte (at 100m asl) 6th Feb. 1-2 birds seen along Mt Makiling lower trail 14th Feb. 
Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca
sierramadrensis 2 perched around cattle pens in fields near the entrance to Mt Samat road near Balanga, Bataan 30th Jan. Only noted at one other site: Pamulaklakin Forest edge by Biniktian Rd golf course, Subic Bay Area, 31st Jan, where 5 birds joined the next species prior to roosting. Note this species has a slightly lower call, and characteristically flies with wings held below the dihedral, rather like Bar-bellied Cuckooshrike Coracina striata (see notes on that species above).
Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos
philippinus 3 in a tall tree by a hacienda near Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan. 10 Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic, in trees near the nearby golf course, late afternoon on 31st Jan, with the next species. 1 Dumalneg, Ilocos Norte 7th Feb. 1 at Alas-asin village, Bataan 16th Feb, with 2 there the next day. Rather uncommon in lowland habitat, presumably because birds are often shot. 

Elegant Tit Parus elegans (Periparus elegans?)
montigenus 3, 1 and 7 around Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 2 Dumalneg forest edge 7th Feb. Either this or the next ssp. noted as a core species in Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic and Mt Tapulao, Zambales. Note: not seen above 900m asl at latter site. 

gilliardi Mt Mariveles, Bataan (Tarak peak slope): 8,6,3 and 3 at 5-700m asl; 2 at 850m asl; 1 at 900m asl; all 26th Jan. 2 in trees by Sibul Spring and 4 feeding at forest edge (300m asl) Mt Natib foothills 28th Jan, and 4 more seen in forest there at 400m asl next day. 2 + 2 + 1 seen in woods around Mt Samat 30th Jan. Calls varied: a Great Tit Parus major-like “pitchou”, also a nasal “vay” and a thin “see-see-see” reminiscent of Varied Tit Cyanistes varius. Birds in Bataan were giving bursts of song in the form of a finch Carduelis sp.-like tinkling trilling and buzzing, very rapid and energetic and given while “leading” bird waves.

elegans 15 noted along 3km of Mt Makiling trails 14th Feb. In this area birds were giving a short alternating sung phrase as described in Kennedy et al. that sounded quite different to the song of the above ssp..
Sulphur-billed Nuthatch Sitta oenochlamys

isarog 1 seen with a small flock of Elegant Tits and Phylloscopus warblers in forest at 400m asl at Mt Natib, Bataan, 29th Jan. 1 at 500m asl and 2 in pines at 1200m asl Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb. 1 seen wilderness trail, Mt Makiling on 15th Feb.

Stripe-headed Rhabdornis Rhabdornis mystacalis

mystacalis 2 seen at forest edge of Mt Natib foothills 28th Jan; 4 Mt Samat forest and woods 30th Jan; 1 Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic 31st Jan; Very common along Mt Makiling lower trails with 27 counted along 3km of trails on 14th Feb.
Luzon Striped Babbler Stachyris striata

1 seen in a bird part in mid-storey along the Papaya canyon trail, Mt Mariveles, Bataan on 17th Feb.

White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana
poliogyna a male flew across a track 5m in front of me at 1100m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales, 3rd Feb. The habitat was dense ground-fern and low bushes.

Siberian Rubythroat Luscinia calliope
2 heard from grassy tussocks in scrub near Pastolan village, Subic area, 31st Jan. 5 noted in grassland by Mt Tapulao base trail near Mabuhay settlement, Mt Tapulao, Zambales on 2nd Feb, and 2 were heard calling and glimpsed in grassland at 1200m asl there next day. Note that only individuals giving the characteristic whistled “uLUee” calls were recorded, because the low, throaty “vehp” call given by this species sounds very similar to the “ehp” call given by Striated Grassbird Megalurus

palustris in the same habitat. 3, including a male seen well, scrub around the “mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh on 11th Feb. 22 noted around Tambo grassland during an early morning walk, Manila, 18th Feb.

Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis
deuteronymus 1 male photographed in cane scrub and in a thorn tree, Subic Spring, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan.

White-browed Shama Copsychus luzoniensis (H)

luzoniensis 2 heard Mt Natib foothills forest and edge 29th Feb. 4 heard in lower Mt Tapulao forest, Zambales 3rd Feb. 1 heard at Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic Bay Area 31st Jan. 2 heard in Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb. 1 forest edge at Adams, Ilocos Norte 7th Feb. 15 heard Mt Makiling trails 15th Feb, and 7 heard flatrocks trail Makiling on 16th Feb. 2 + 3 singing Alas-asin forest and 2 in Papaya canyon forest, Mt Mariveles, Bataan 17th Feb. Easily the most frustrating bird to see of the trip for me. The proximity of some of these individuals drove me crazy; they would not respond to my (poor) imitations.

Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata
caprata 1 pair in grassland Alas-asin village, Bataan 25th Jan; a female was seen at 350m asl in cleared pasture Mt Natib area on 29th Jan. Total of 5 birds seen in scrub around a hacienda near Sibul Spring, Abucay on 28th Jan. I pair near Pastolan, Subic 31st Jan. 1 pair at foot of Mt Tapulao trail, Zambales 2nd Feb. 3 Tadao scrub, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb and 9 in cow pasture near there next day. 1 male in scrub by Candaba Marsh 11th Feb. 

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius
philippensis 1 female seen in a tree 2m from ground at the American Cemy, Manila 24th Jan; 3 males in stunted forest and rocky outcrops at Tarak peak, Mt Mariveles (1200m asl) and a female seen in grassland at 900m asl on 26th Jan. 1 male Mt Samat Memorial Park 30th Jan. 2 males at 1200m asl at an old railroad hut, Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb. 1 Eucalyptus avenue, Tadao village 6th Feb. I river below Angat reservoir gate 11th Feb. 

Brown-headed Thrush Turdus chrysolaus
1 Papaya river camp area, Mt Mariveles, Bataan on 26th Feb.

Eyebrowed Thrush Turdus obscurus
1 in University of the Philippines campus, Los Banos, 15th Feb.

Unidentified Brown-headed/ Eyebrowed Thrush 

1 in secondary forest near Alas-asin, Bataan on 25th Jan. 1 Tadao forest near Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte on 6th Feb.

Island Thrush Turdus poliocephalus
 ssp. not known: commonly seen, with some very tame individuals by the camp fire at 1000m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales, on 2nd and 3rd Feb. A total of 7 birds seen, including 2 males that approached to within 1m. Hunters at the shelter informed me they have caught such birds with their bare hands on occasion. In pine forest higher up at 1300m asl, 2 singing birds noted 3rd Feb, and 2 singles flew overhead. The ssp. involved here is clearly different from ssp. thomassoni as described in Kennedy et al.. Only males were seen well: they appeared all blackish (more glossy black on flight feathers), with yellow orbital and bill and orange-yellow legs. The head was as dark as the rest of the plumage. Calls: a contact call is “chuk” (similar in tone to “yup” given by Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula) and this is repeated in a series as an alarm. Flight call is a straight, thin “tzih” or a more broken “tzi-i”, dropping at the end. The song comprised an unremarkable short burst of quiet airy whistles and chuckles. Compared to the highly arboreal, white-headed subspecies niveiceps of Taiwan (which is probably a distinct species, Collar (2004) et al.), these birds were often seen feeding on the ground in clearings and track verges.

Golden-bellied Gerygone Gerygone sulphurea
simplex At least 10 heard in song (including one seen well) American Cemy, Manila on 24th Jan. 1 pair seen and another male heard in scrub and plantation edge near Sibul Spring, Bataan on 28th Jan. 

[Ijima’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus ijimae
The main object of my searches in western Luzon was to try and find the wintering grounds of this species. So far the only record is of 6 specimens, of which now 5 remain, which were collected in the Limao area of Mt Mariveles Bataan (the SW slope) at around 600m asl. The specimens are housed in the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) near Newark, New Jersey. I checked photos of the specimens in Dec 2006 and I’m satisfied they are Ijima’s Leaf Warblers. A single specimen collected from the same area and labelled Phylloscopus olivaceus is in fact a mislabelled Lemon-throated Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus cebuensis, which is probably a fairly common resident in the Mariveles forests. Philippine leaf Warbler is yet to be recorded in Luzon.

Ijima’s leaf Warbler are very similar to Lemon-throated, and without a banded specimen, high quality photos or recordings it is difficult to ascertain whether birds occur here. On 26th Jan, at around 600m asl on the steep Tarak Peak trail that rises up out of the Papaya river gorge to the SE of Mt Mariveles summit I saw what I thought was a single Ijima’s Leaf Warbler with Elegant Tits Parus elegans feeding around 1m off the ground. The bird did not call, and due to its rather active movements I only got brief views. On a return to this site on 16th and 17th Feb, Mark Villa and I got short views of a similar bird that looked paler underneath, and lacked any trace of yellow on the throat; this bird was in the company of 2 Lemon-throated Leaf Warblers. Again, we did not hear any calls. Despite careful checking at several other sites, I failed to see any other birds, and I didn’t encounter Lemon-throated Leaf Warbler again either.

The Mt Mariveles area probably holds enough suitable habitat for Ijima’s Leaf Warbler, which in Japan is only found in the most pristine forest, and shows a preference for undisturbed forest around the slopes of volcanoes on islands. Laurel trees and other evergreens are the favoured habitat in Japan both on migration and in the breeding season. If birds do winter in the Bataan peninsula (and indeed further afield in the Philippines) they are likely to be found in forests below 1000m asl that are relatively un-disturbed. They are likely to be quite silent in the Philippines, perhaps giving their call, a soft, downslurred “tiu” that sounds rather melancholy. They are likely to be found foraging in feeding parties of Elegant Tit Parus elegans and other passerines. In Japan on migration, birds are often found feeding between 1 and 2m from the ground in tit parties, and are bold and unafraid of humans. Their feeding actions are quicker than those of the sluggish Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis, but not so fast as to be hard to see. Birds often alternate clambering along branches with short sallies, audible bill snaps and some flutter jumping while gleaning insects from the underside of leaves.

Ijima’s Leaf warbler is likely to occur in the Philippines from December through to mid February, as birds return early to breeding islands in Japan, in mid March. There are two main populations in Japan that are situated 1000km apart, so it is possible that these populations winter in different areas. Although Taiwan seems to have plenty of suitable wintering habitat, birds are mostly found there on spring migration, although observers there are starting to get more acquainted with this species after a much-photographed individual stayed for three weeks at a headland near Keelung in the NE corner of the island in early April 2006.

In comparison, Lemon-throated Leaf Warbler has a shorter primary projection, a strong yellow throat and a strong yellow vent, with off-white breast and belly. The colouration is stronger than shown in illustrations in Kennedy et al. (2000). The crown and upperparts lack any silvery grey and are a strong mossy green colour. The greatest challenge to identification is the possibility that some Lemon-throated Warblers show reduced yellow at the throat, to the extent that it is easy to miss in dappled forest light. 

Ijima’s Leaf Warbler show much paler green upperparts, brightest green on the flight feathers, whitish throats and underparts and a very pale yellow vent. They have a longer, more pointed primary projection and appear longer in the field. Lemon-throated show a strong yellow ash to supercilium and faint wing bar, whereas Ijima’s has a whitish wing bar (also faint) and only the slightest yellow above the eye, in a weak white supercilium. The bill structure is essentially the same- both species have a yolk yellow bill base that is more noticeably yellow than that of Arctic Warbler. 

Ijima’s Leaf Warbler have a characteristic silvery grey “wash” to the crown feathers and upper ear coverts that is noticeable in good light. By comparison, Arctic Warbler looks swarthier on ear-coverts and has a more matt olive green crown that is the same colour as its upperparts. Ijima’s have a white eye-ring that is split at the sides. The eye ring stands out in birds seen well and gives them their characteristic “cute” expression that is missing in Lemon-throated and Arctic Warbler. 

Arctic Warbler (nominate type) has a white vent, but note the rarer Arctic Warbler ssp. may show some yellow in the ventral area, though rarely as completely as Ijima’s.

 For call differences and differences with Mountain Leaf Warbler Ph. trivirgatus, see below. This entry is taken from my personal notes and research 2003-2006. This entry has been bracketed due to lack of evidence that the two sightings definitely referred to Ijima’s Leaf Warbler.]

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis
Borealis-type: birds with all off-white underparts lacking yellow tones were the most commonly collected Phylloscopus in the 1947 Bataan expedition, and all birds I observed lacked any yellow tones to the underparts. 1 American Cemy, Manila 24th Jan; 3 Alas-asin secondary woodland, Mt Mariveles area 25th Jan and next day 7 seen/ heard in the Papaya canyon, all below 500m asl. 2 seen in trees by Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan; 1 heard in forest edge at 300m asl, Mt Natib, Bataan same day; 2 Mt Samat forest edge 30th Jan; 4 at 2-300m asl and 1 at 500m asl on Mt Tapulao trail, Zambales 2nd Feb. 1 Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb.1 Dumalneg, Ilocos Norte, 7th Feb. 1 Angat Reservoir hilltop gate 11th Feb. 4 Mt Makiling trails 15th Feb. 3 at Papaya canyon, Mariveles, Bataan on 17th Feb. The call is a penetrating, slightly buzzed note: “dzih” or “jih”, but beware confusion with the very similar call given by Olive-backed Sunbird Nectarinia jugularis which is often found in similar habitat. 

[kennicotti The identification of this Alaskan breeding ssp. is poorly documented, even more so than Asian subspecies, so there is much confusion about subspecification . kennicotti is said to have some faint yellow on the underparts and perhaps a different call. There are some recent ringing records in winter from the SW Ryukyu islands of Japan, and Taiwan. The 1947 expedition to Luzon claimed to have collected a single specimen at Mariveles, but I cannot find information on it.

Xanthohydras-type: this ssp.(or ssp. group) with its strong to weak washes of yellow on the underparts,  and yellower supercilia and wing bar(s) is probably the rarest occurring in Luzon in winter.]

Lemon-throated Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus cebuensis
luzonensis 2-3 noted with a tit flock at 300m asl in riverine forest in the Mt Natib foothills, Bataan, 29th Jan. The call is a sharp “chi” and a more whispery “tsi”, also a characteristic “choo-ist!” that is clearly disyllabic. 2 noted in forest at 100m asl in tree canopy around a shelter, Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb. 2 seen with a bird party at Papaya canyon Mt Mariveles on 17th Feb (with MV).

Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus
ssp. unknown: A single seen near a flock of Mountain White-eye Zosterops montanus, 2m from the ground in trackside trees at 1000m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales on 3rd Feb. Movements through the branches rather sluggish as per Arctic Warbler; smaller and shorter-tailed than that species, with a noticeably rounder crown and stubbier bill, reminiscent of Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi. Yellowish underparts quite strong; single yellowish wing bar, supercilium yellow. Upperparts dark olive but with a slight brownish tinge, including on the ear coverts. The bill was blackish with faint yellow on the lower mandible at the base. Called once: a short, straight “swee”.

Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus

herteri 1 in low bushes by a track near the “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh 11th Feb thought to be this species: the bird had a shorter primary projection, shorter and more slender bill and stronger buff tones to the underparts and (particularly) the vent than the individuals of the next species seen in the marsh that day. 3 in grass and Acacia trees at Tambo grassland, Manila on 18th Feb were of a similar appearance and gave a low “chuc” call that sounded “wetter” than Oriental Reed warbler A. orientalis call.

Oriental Reed Warbler Acrocephalus orientalis
Common at “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh on 11th- 12th Feb; around 20 present, and often seen gleaning from dry weed stems. They gave loud, dry “tack!” or “trruk trruk” calls. 2 birds were watches sallying from stems after flies. Around 30 birds were seen and heard in the Tambo grassland, Manila 18th Feb.

Tawny Grassbird Megalurus timoriensis
tweeddalei Common, about 10 birds seen, in scrub between Sibul Spring and a nearby hacienda, Abucay, Bataan on 28th Jan. One call is a loud and arresting “chalp!” that sounds similar to the “chap” of Philippine Coucal Centropus viridis, but is drier and lacks a whip-lash quality. Shares habitat with the next species in some places. 1 in a cogon clearing above Alas-asin Community Forest, Mt Mariveles, Bataan on 17th Feb.

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris
forbesi 2 by a pile of cut branches on the edge of the American Cemy, Manila 24th Jan; 2 seen in grassy roadside verges near Alas-asin and 4 noted in cogon clearings above the Alas-asin forest, Bataan, 25th Jan, and 5 noted in cogon at 900m asl on the Tarak slope of Mt Mariveles 26th Jan; common, with 15 in song in scrub around Sibul Spring , Abucay 28th Jan; 2 singing near Palauig, Zambales 1st Feb; 4 at 200m asl and 5 in grassy tracts 500- 1200m asl Mt Tapulao, Zambales 2nd Feb; 11 cow pasture around Tadao, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 20 in grassy areas around the “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh 11th Feb; 7 around the Mayor’s residence at Candaba town 12th Feb; 2 noted at Tambo, Manila on 18th Feb. Calls are low, subdued “ehp” and a harder “trrk”, while the song is a strong, almost Bulbul-like “pit chu twrup tup…”. Tends to perch higher off the ground and in more open branches while singing, compared to the previous species. 

Middendorff’s Warbler Locustella ochotensis
“Mayor’s Pool” Candaba marsh and surrounding reedy ditches 11th Feb: 6, including a single flushed into the open near the ground by my imitation of its call, which is a sharp, stuttering “stit-it tit-tit-tit-tit” or shorter versions. 2 birds were giving short parts of song in conjunction with this call- finishing with a flourish of swishing notes “tsiss wiss wiss wiss”, but this given quietly. Elsewhere only noted at one other site: 6 heard singing in the early morning around Tambo grassland, Manila on 18th Feb. The single bird seen well lacked the warm brown tones of Japanese breeders and looked more like the colder brown form that breeds on the Korean peninsula.

Philippine Tailorbird Orthotomus castaneiceps
chloronotus 2 seen Mt Mariveles Papaya canyon trail 26th Jan; 1 Mt Natib forest 28th Jan; 1 Pamulaklakin Forest near Subic Bay Area 31st Jan: 1 Mt Tapulao forest at 300m asl on 2nd Feb; 2 Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb; 3 Papaya canyon trail, Mt Mariveles 16th Feb.

Grey-backed Tailorbird Orthotomus derbianus
derbianus 1 seen Dumalneg, Ilocos Norte forest edge 7th Feb. 1 seen Mt Makiling trail near vendor’s huts 14th Feb. 1 from Mt Makiling mud spring trail 15th Feb.

Unidentified Philippine/ Grey-backed Tailorbird

Due to the similarities in call and song in the previous 2 species, “heard only” birds are listed below: 1 Sibul Spring trees, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan; 1 Mt Natib forest, Bataan 29th Jan; 1 Mt Samat woods 30th Jan; 2 in bamboo, Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic 31st Jan; 5 Mt Tapulao forest 300- 500m asl on 3rd Feb; 2 Mt Makiling trail 15th Feb; 6 Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles 16th Feb.

Mountain Tailorbird Orthotomus cucullatus
philippinus 1 at 800m asl, 2 at 1000m asl and 2 at 1200m asl , Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb. The call is a plaintive “tree- lee- lee” and birds respond well to “pishing”.

Bright-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis
semirufa 3 Subic Spring scrub, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan; 3 Pastolan village pasture near Subic 31st Jan; 2 near Bulawen, Palauig, Zambales 1st Feb; 8 in grass tops near Mabuhay at the base of Mt Tapulao, Zambales 2nd Feb; 4 Tadao pasture, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 2 Candaba fields 11th Feb; 3 in grassy areas around Alas-asin (including perched on wires 3m from the ground), Bataan 17th Feb; 10 Tambo grassland, Manila 18th Feb. Call is a wheezy “spee”. Some perch up to 2m from the ground. This species prefers taller grass than the next.

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis
tinnabulans 3 in song flight over rice fields and fallow ground, Abucay, Balanga, Bataan 27th Jan;1 near Subic Spring at a hacienda 28th Jan; 3 Bulawen, Palauig, Zambales 1st Feb; 2 Tadao cow pasture near Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 3 Candaba Marsh fields 11th Feb. Inhabits lower grass than previous species.

[Unidentified Bush Warbler Cettia sp.

A Cettia sp. was seen briefly after it was attracted (to within 1m) by “spishing” at the trackside (1000m asl) above a camp on the Mt Tapulao trail, Zambales on 3rd Feb. The habitat was dense ground fern (growing less than 30cm tall) by the side of a track at forest edge near cogon grassland. The bird called continuously: “chuc” or sometimes rolling into “chuc truc-truc” with a slightly broken rhythm. I estimated the bird’s size at around 12cm. The bird had a proportionately thin and long tail like a Cettia sp. (and unlike a Bradypterus sp.). Rufous-brown uppers and tail(including crown, which was concolorous); unders brownish with pale throat; the small rather indistinct supercilium was strongest before the eye; thin, shortish bill. Having checked photos (eg. In Fischer et al. Philippines Trip Report (2006)), I think the bird looked most like Luzon Bush Warbler Cettia seebohmi. However, Des Allen (pers. comm.) informed me this species is unrecorded in Zambales and has a different call, amore Japanese Bush Warbler-like “chek”. It could be that this bird represents a different subspecies (or a different species), so I’m reporting it in brackets here in the hope someone will be able to check out this area in the spring.]

Grey-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa griseisticta
1 seen regularly in open dead branches at Mt Natib foothills forest edge, Bataan 28th- 29th Jan; 1 seen Mt Mariveles Papaya canyon trail on 17th Feb.

Ferruginous Flycatcher Muscicapa ferruginea
Despite the low altitude, an individual clearly of this sp. was seen flycatching in a dead tree at 300m asl along the Mt Makiling trail on 16th Feb.

Mountain Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias panayensis
nigrimentalis A pair seen well at 1000m asl on Mt Tapulao trail, Zambales, 3rd Feb.

Blue-breasted Flycatcher Cyornis herioti 

camarinensis A female was seen in understorey branches, Mt Makiling trail on 15th Feb. Note dark loral area with paler upper fringe, large whitish eyering and whitish belly and vent clearly separated from brown breast separated it from female Blue-and-White Flycatcher Cyanoptila cyanomelana and females of the next species.

Mangrove Blue Flycatcher Cyornis rufigastra
blythi A pair in trees in scrub beside Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan 28th Jan. A pair were along a wooded stream near Pastolan village, Subic Bay Area on 31st Jan. Males were very bold in song and approached closely.

Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica
nigritorquis Around 20, American Cemy, Manila 24th Jan; 1 Sibul Spring, Bataan 28th Jan; 1 pair Biniktian Rd golf course, Subic Bay Area 31st Jan; 2 pairs in reeds around the “ Mayor’s Pool” at dusk on 11th Feb.

Blue-headed Fantail Rhipidura cyaniceps
pinicola 6 Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 1 Dumalneg 7th Feb.

cyaniceps 2 Mt Natib foothills, Bataan 28th Jan and 3 Mt Natib forest next day;

3 Mt Samat 30th Jan; 1 Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic 31st Jan; 7 Mt Tapulao forest 3-500m asl, including 1 in tall cane grass with Elegant Tit Parus elegans pair 2nd Feb; 5 Mt Makiling trail 15th Feb; 9 Mt  Mariveles 17th Feb.

Rufous Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone cinnamomea
unirufa A male was seen in a bird party in forest along the Tarak peak trail at 700m asl, Mt Mariveles, Bataan 26th Jan. Gave a similar two-tone “tee-cherr” call to the next species.

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea
azurea 1 pair Tarak trail, Mt Mariveles 26th Jan; 3 Sibul Spring 28th Jan; 2 Mt Natib foothills 28th Jan; 3 Mt Samat 30th Jan;7 Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic 31st Jan; 2, including a 1st yr male in song, Pastolan and 1 Biniktian Rd, both Subic Bay Area 31st Jan; 6 Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 3 Dumalneg 7th Feb; 14 Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb; 6 Mt Mariveles Papaya canyon trail 17th Feb.

Green-backed Whistler Pachycephala albiventris
crissalis 4 seen in mossy forest, where unobtrusive, at 1300m asl on Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb. 1 seen well in forest lower down at 1000m asl on the 2nd Feb.

Yellow-bellied Whistler Pachycephala philippensis
philippensis 2 (inc 1 1st yr)  and 5 heard Mt Mariveles Tarak trail, Bataan 26th Jan; 2 at forest edge and 4 Mt Natib trail 29th Jan; more than 20 heard Mt Makiling trail (along 3km of track), 15th Feb; 4 Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles, Bataan 17th Feb.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

2 singles over Fort Bonifacio, Manila 24th Jan; 1 over Abucay, Bataan on 27th Jan; 1 over at 400m asl, Mt Tapulao forest, Zambales 2nd Feb; 2 Tadao village, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 2 Dumalneg, Ilocos Norte 7th Feb, 2 Adams, Ilocos Norte 7th Feb; 2 TREES hostel, Makiling 14th Feb; 1 Papaya canyon 17th Feb.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
tschutschuensis (includes simillima) 1 in rice fields, Sibul Spring, Bataan 28th Jan.

taivana 4 Bulawen, Zambales 1st Feb; 6 Candaba Marsh fields 11th Feb.

Unidentified ssp.: 5 over Abucay fields, Bataan. 2 Tadao pasture, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb.

White Wagtail Motacilla alba
1, subspecies unidentified, flew over the American Cemetary in Manila calling regularly on 24th Jan.

Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi
1 seen in rice stubble fields near the “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh, 11th Feb. Clearly larger and longer-tailed than next species, and with characteristic Passer-like “tschilp” call given on take-off. I could not get a photograph.

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus
lugubris 2 together in set-aside and rough grazing, Abucay village rice fields, Balanga, Bataan 27th Jan. 6 Tadao fields, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb. 2 rice fields by “Mayor’s Pool” Candaba Marsh 11th and 12th Feb. Underparts whiter at belly and vent than many Richard’s Pipit A. richardi. Shorter-tailed and with a smaller carriage, but larger looking head than that sp.. Also, the call is quite different, a thinner but still sharp “shrit”. 

Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni
3 Papaya river trail, Mt Mariveles, Bataan 26th Jan; 5 on lower trail but 30 together in grass under pine forest at 1200m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales 2nd and 3rd Feb; 1 Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb. I am not able to separate subspecies in the field. 

White-breasted Wood Swallow Artamus leucorynchus
leucorynchus 1 + 1+ 15 in trees by grassy areas near Alas-asin village, Mt Mariveles area, Bataan on 25th Jan, but just 3 seen there 17th Feb; 5 Mt Samat Memorial Park 28th Jan; 3 on radio mast above Mayor’s residence, Candaba on 12th Feb.

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach 

nasutus 1 in fields near Orion 25th Jan; 1 in fields at Abucay, Bataan 27th Jan; 3 near Sibul Spring, Bataan on 28th Jan; 3 Pastolan village, Subic 31st Jan; 2 on wires near Bulawen, Zambales 3rd Feb; 6 Tadao, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb and 15 birds in pasture 2km from that site next day; 1 Candaba Marsh 11th Feb; 1 Tambo, Manila 18th Feb.  The remains of 2 found among rice fields at Abucay and Bulawen had probably been catapulted.

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus
lucionensis At least 30, mostly 1st yrs, American Cemy, Manila 24th Jan; 4 in fields near Orion, Bataan on 25th Jan; 5 in secondary forest (all 1st yrs) Alas-asin, Bataan 25th Jan; 1 Papaya river forest Bataan at 400m asl 26th Jan; 6 in fields at Abucay, Bataan 27th Jan; 20 in scrub around Sibul Spring, Bataan 28th Jan; 5 pasture around Mt Natib foothills 28th Jan; 7 Pastolan trail through Pamulaklakin Forest and 5 by Baniktian Rd, Subic Bay Area 31st Jan; 2 Bulawen fields, Zambales 1st Feb; 4 Tadao, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb and 9 seen including a very pale 1st yr in pastures near the village next day; 13 “Mayor’s Pool” surrounds, Candaba Marsh 11th Feb.

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis
panayensis 7 on wires Subic Bay Area, Olongapo on 31st Jan; 5 on a radio mast in central Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte, 7th Feb.

White-shouldered Starling Sturnus sinensis
1 male seen flying around rice fields at Abucay, near Balanga, Bataan on 27th Feb, but not photographed.

Coleto Sarcops calvus
calvus 3 Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles, Bataan 26th Jan; 8 Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic 31st Jan; 1 at TREES hostel near Mt Makiling trail entrance 15th Feb. Birds in overhead flight have audible whirring wings.

Crested Myna Acridotheres cristatellus
cristatellus 5 noted in trees around rice fields at Abucay, Bataan on 27th Feb and 2 captive birds seen near Subul Spring next day. Note the population in the Philippines originates from escaped cagebirds.

Plain-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis
birgitae 1 female in trees at the American Cemy, Manila 24th Jan; 1 female in flowering trees, Mt Natib, Bataan 29th Jan. 1 male Tadao forest edge, Ilocos Norte, 6th Feb. 1 male, lower Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb.

Olive-backed Sunbird Nectarinia jugularis
Jugularis 1 in secondary forest near Alas-asin, Bataan 25th Jan; 3 Papaya canyon forest Mt Mariveles next day; A pair (male in song) in trees by Abucay fields, Balanga, Bataan 27th Jan; 7 in scrub around Sibul Spring, 28th Jan; 2 (singing males) in pasture at forest edge, Mt Natib foothills 29th Jan; 5 Pamulaklakin Forest edge, Subic 31st Jan; 2 pairs nearby Pastolan village same day; 2 pairs seen, lower Mt Tapulao trail, Zambales 2nd Feb; 4 Tadao scrub, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb and 3 Tadao forest next day; 2 Dumalneg, Ilocos Norte 7th Feb and 1 singing at Adams same day; 1 at Mayor’s residence, Candaba 12th Feb; 1 male at University campus, Los Banos 14th Feb; 2 Alas-asin Forest, Bataan 17th Feb. Easily the most often encountered Sunbird; beware of similarity of call to that of Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis (see that species). 

Purple-throated Sunbird Nectarinia sperata
henkei 1 male seen in flowering riverine trees, Mt Natib, Bataan 29th Jan. 3 seen in Mt Makiling forest near coconut vendors’ huts, 14th Feb.

Flaming Sunbird Aethopyga flagrans

flagrans 1 pair seen Mt Makiling 14th Feb. 2 in a flowering tree, lower Mt Mariveles trail 17th Feb.

Naked-faced Spiderhunter Arachnothera clarae
luzonensis 1 on Mt Makiling trail near entrance in a bird party, 15th Feb.

Olive-backed Flowerpecker  Prionochilus olivaceus
parsonsi 1 seen in a leafless tree at forest edge and cow pasture, Mt Natib foothills, Bataan, 29th Jan.

Striped Flowerpecker Dicaeum aeruginosum
striatissimum Total of 5 noted along 3km of Mt Makiling trail, 14th Feb.

Bicolored Flowerpecker Dicaeum bicolour
inexpectatum 1 female seen in flowering trees at Mt Natib 29th Jan.
Red-keeled Flowerpecker Dicaeum australe
australe 6 Tadao forest, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb; 10 Dumalneg forest 7th Feb; 12 Mt Makiling trail 14th Feb. 1 Alas-asin Forest 16th and 3 Papaya canyon trail, Mt Mariveles 17th Feb.

Buzzing Flowerpecker Dicaeum hypoleucum
obscurum Total of 12 (in 4 groups) seen along Mt Makiling trail, mostly on low trunks feeding on climbing figs, and also feeding on fallen figs on forest floor, 14th Feb. 3 Papaya canyon, Mt Mariveles 17th Feb.

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma
xanthopygium 1 female at 1000m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb. 26 along 3km of trail at Mt Makiling, 14th Feb.

Pygmy Flowerpecker Dicaeum pygmaeum
salomonseni 1 second growth trees near forest edge, Tadao, Ilocos Norte 6th Feb.

pygmaeum 1 seen with other Dicaeum sp. in a tall tree, Mt Makiling 14th Feb.

Unidentified Flowerpecker Dicaeum sp.

2 females in fruiting trees, Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic Bay Area 31st Jan.

Lowland White-eye Zosterops meyeni
meyeni 14 Sibul Spring scrub, Bataan on 28th Jan; 5 + 14, Mt Natib foothills forest edge on 28th Jan; 14 Sibul Spring scrub, Bataan on 28th Jan; 4 Mt Natib forest 29th Jan; 3 Biniktian Road golf course, Subic, 31st Jan; over 100 in groups of 15-20 seen moving down slope by forest edge (from 400m asl- 200m asl), Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb; 15 garden trees, Bayan, Los Banos in rain 13th Feb. Calls from a moving flock contain sharp “spee” notes that sound a little like Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava calls. 

Yellowish White-eye Zosterops nigrorum
innominatus 1 forest near pasture, Mt Natib, Bataan on 28th Jan; 2 + 3 Mt Natib riverine forest and flowering trees 29th Jan; 2 Pamulaklakin Forest, Subic, 31st Jan; 4 seen at 400m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb; 5-10 Tarak peak trail, Mt Mariveles at 700m asl on 17th Feb.

Mountain White-eye Zosterops montanus

whiteheadi The commonest passerine between 1000 and 1300m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales 2nd- 3rd Feb, with 2 flocks of over 30 individuals and many small groups. The calls appear to be higher and more “zipping” in quality than other Zosterops species in Luzon, but while feeding, flocks are quieter, giving the occasional “tsee” call.

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
5 American Cemetary and 10 Malate, Manila on 24th Jan; 7 Orion port, Bataan 25th Jan; 60 to roost over Abucay fields, Bataan 27th Jan; noted central Olongapo 31st Jan; 20 in Pasuquin park, Ilocos Norte 7th Feb; 10 Claveria 9th Feb; 2 Alas-asin village 6th Feb. 

White-bellied Munia Lonchura leucogastra
everetti 3 + 4 in scrub near Sibul Spring, Abucay, Bataan on 28th Jan; 1 forest edge near Pastolan, Subic 31st Jan. 

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata
cabanisi 3 waste ground by Fort Bonifacio, Manila 24th Jan; 4 in weeds by pasture, Mt Natib foothills 28th Jan; 6 Tadao scrub, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb and flocks of 20, 7 and 3 at nearby pasture the following day; 2 Mayor’s residence, Candaba 12th Feb; 11 with a bird that had been dyed with cochineal colouring, Tambo grassland, Manila 18th Feb. 

Chestnut Munia Lonchura malacca
jagori 3 photographed in a dry reed clump in pasture by a hacienda, Sibul Spring, Bataan on 28th Jan; 6 Bulawen fields, Zambales on 1st Feb; 3 Tadao scrub, Ilocos Norte 5th Feb, but 60 there in one flock next day; 20 Mayor’s residence, Candaba 12th Feb.

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra
luzoniensis 7 birds seen in pine forest at 1200m asl, Mt Tapulao, Zambales 3rd Feb. The calls of this ssp. are subtly different to those of European and Japanese birds: a more jangling “chilip”, and in flight a repeated “chiliplipliplip” from a flock reminiscent of Mealy Redpoll Carduelis flammea calls.

Japanese Yellow Bunting Emberiza sulphurata
4 together in dry weeds and grass in weedy pasture by the approach road to Tadao village, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte on 6th Feb were photographed.

Mammal sightings of note

Palm Civet Paradoxurus philippensis
2 at Mt Natib foothills forest edge (300m asl) spotlighted on 28th Jan.

Luzon Sambar Deer Cervus philippinus
1 Mt Natib forest (400m asl) 29th Jan; 3 Mt Tapulao forest (500m asl) on 3rd Feb.

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascularis
2 and 3 Mt Mariveles 26th Jan; 2 and 5 Mt Natib 29th Jan; 9, 1 and 4 at Mt Tapulao on 2nd and 3rd Feb.

Fruit Bat sp.

2 Mt Natib foothills 28th Jan; 2 over riverine trees at Angat Reservoir gate on 9th Feb.

Reptile sighting of note

Philippine Cobra Ophiophagus haanah
A 2m long individual seen near Mt Makiling trail entrance gate, 15th Feb.
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